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Bridge, Ann The Portuguese Escape 
Macmillan. July 15,1958. 278p. $3.95. 
(Literary Guild Choice—August 

Action, description, romance and religion, all essential 
elements good story, are present the latest novel 
Ann Bridge, and just well written story holds 
your interest from beginning end The Portuguese 
Escape clings your fingers from the minute you start 
read. 

the manipulations her wealthy, well-meaning, 
socially conscious American mother, Hetta Paloczy 
after twelve years behind the Iron Curtain 
Hungary and lands Lisbon, where her mother resides. 
Her directness and simple charm make her favorite 


and welcome many places which her mother had 
not been invited. She attracted Richard Atherley, 
the first Secretary the British Embassy, and when 
learns from British agent that important personage 
has been smuggled out Hungary and needs identifica- 
tion, uses Hetta make such identification. 


Her stature and lovableness increase when she reveals 
that she has been housekeeper and cook for the per- 
sonage, Father Antal Horvath. But Communists 
not give easily, and life Lisbon becomes rapid 
race through the narrow streets and hillside lifts 
swiftly closing gates and darkness. Father Antal 
hidden the Duke’s palace, and then removed his 
country estate. 
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Hetta’s romance with Richard has progressed and she 
asks him drive her the estate, but old acquaint- 
ance (female) his present and refuses. Hetta 
takes off with Waller, who first Secretary the 
American Embassy, and likewise attracted her, but 
has knowledge the Communist happenings 
and does not guard her well. She abducted and 
again race, this time over the winding roads and 
mountains Northern Portugal. the fifteen 
year old daughter the Duke, master-minds the chase 
and telephones her fellow countrymen 
points prevent the exit from the country. 

Richard properly penitent. rescued when 
the abductor’s car accident Lisbon. Luzia 
again rises the occasion when the leader the Com- 
munists enters the estate traveler. Hetta receives 
some good advice from Father Antal before leaves 
for the United States lecture and broadcast the 
Voice America, (he was the last personal contact 
with Cardinal Mindszenty), but Julia Probyn, news- 
paper writer, former governess for Luzia, who had 
come Lisbon cover wedding royalty and intro- 
duced most the characters each other, and Tor- 
rens, the agent charge getting Father Antal the 
S., get closer marriage than former story 
Ann Bridge. 

This the August selection the Literary Guild, and 
excellent one. More refreshing than summer 
drink yet substantial enough enjoy before fire. 


John Cullen, A.B., LL.B., 
Chevy Chase, Maryland 


Renault, Mary The King Must Die 
Pantheon. July 339p. $4.50. (IIb) 


(Book-of-the-Month Club Choice—Midsummer 


The test superior historical novel its ability 
enwrap the reader the atmosphere unfamiliar 
time past, give the reader the conviction knowing 
the people the story and moving through the 
scenes its setting participant transported 
different age. Mary Renault’s previous novel about the 
end the glory that was Athens, The Last the 
Wine, superbly fulfilled that test; and this novel, which 
goes farther back into the legendary times Grecian 
history almost successful. She has set herself 
difficult task, because the story Theseus, slayer the 
Minotaur and victor over the sorceress Medea, 
shrouded veils mystery even the old tales told 
the classic writers. But Miss Renault moves among 
the barbaric splendors the courts Eleusis and 
Athens and Crete though she had lived among them; 
and she has faithfully portrayed the superstitious power 
pagan myth and the dominance personal fate 
story that times taxes credibility, but only 
reflection. 


her recreation the story Theseus, she has relied 
not only the existing fragments legendary lore, 
but upon imagination channelled study and re- 
search. Theseus she makes the son Aigeius, king 
Athens, result mystic moonlight rendezvous 
with woman the Hellenes under the auspices 
Poseidon, the sea-god, the earth-shaker. His identity 
kept secret from Theseus until old enough and 
strong enough move huge stone under which have 
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been placed the sword and sandals his father. 
sets forth present himself his kingly father and 
claim his heritage. the way Athens 
upon the brigands the peninsula, but wins his 
way Eleusis, where must wrestle the 
husband the death, determine whether 
become king his place ploughed into the earth 
sacrifice make fruitful. For Eleusis, the 
mysteries the Mother, the dominant Female are 
ascendancy, and women rule the fate men. Theseus 
wins not only the Queen, but also, gradually, the alle 
giance many the young men who form his body. 
guard and eventually the Eleusinian Army. suc 
ceeds reaching his father, spite the 
tions Medea, sorceress the Eleusinian mysteries, 
and eventually, prince Athens must make 
sion about the annual tribute seven maids and seven 
young men sent the tyrant Crete serve the 
strange rites the bull-dancers. Theseus had his 
boyhood been expert leaping over and eluding bulls 
sport popular with his friends. insists join- 
ing the group and the court Minos wins the 
tions Ariadne who helps him and his group over- 
throw the Minotaur and make their escape back 


Athens. 


There plenty adventurous complication along the 
entire way Theseus’ epic wanderings keep atten- 
tion—fights with huge boar, battles with the brigands, 
treachery discovered and punished, torturous stum- 
blings through underground passageways; and there 
great deal pomp and circumstance and rather hor- 
rifying worship rites beguile the times between com- 
bat. One has the impression walking through 
maze, times, maze walled with brightly painted 
murals, even being part age long past that 
one only faintly recognizes possibly having connec- 
tion with our own. But Miss Renault makes 
tempt interpret the present through the symbols 
the past. She has been content evoke the age 
legend, when youth and strength were the most pre- 
cious weapons one could possess win survival, when 
pagan myth and superstition clouded men’s wits and 
weakened their purposes. The story Theseus told 
here that emerging intelligence fighting against 
the miasma the warring mysteries Male and 
Female, fighting for dominance; and hero’s con- 
viction having been chosen lead the fight 
powers greater than himself. exceptionally fine 
historical novel the result, one that will, however, 
likely make its appeal only those who have some 
knowledge Greek history and lore, who find en- 
chantment Homeric heroes. The discriminating 
adult should find rewarding experience. 


Grady, 


University Scranton 
Llewellyn, Richard Chez Pavan 
Doubleday. July 527p. $4.95. 


That this changing world few can doubt. 
And few can anything but wistful see some 
the more gracious ways the 
vanishing the demands more practical 


racy. Graciousness exists, alas, only concurrently with. 


abjectness, would appear. 
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Mr. Llewellyn’s novel about the decline particu- 
lar kind graciousness brought such 
afine point that becomes science. Chez Pavan 
Paris hotel the luxurious old style, the last survivor 
period which people traveled with retinues 
and had unlimited funds expend their 
personal comfort. When the book opens, Chez Pavan 
stands the symbol for all that best good living; 
the book closes, Leopold Pavan has made com- 
promise, has allowed Chez Pavan become the up- 
to-date, still magnificent but decidedly less glorious, 
New Paris, and has himself proceeded convert 
old country house, also outgrown private dwelling 
the grand manner, into new, smaller, but hopefully 
still superb Chez Pavan 

The gradual changes are recorded Charles, who 
has worked his way through the Pavan ranks become 
last manager the hotel. His way life dictated 
the strict discipline imposed his occupation, which 
far more than job, and very nearly profession. 
must master every trifling detail which goes 
into the fantastically smooth operation vast hos- 
telry, and must also diplomatist the first order. 
His handling one crisis after another, and 
large dimensions, the incredible efficiency and speed 
with which things are done, the ritualistic atmosphere 
which pervades the hotel staff, all make fascinating 
reading. 

The author has given Charles personal life, course, 
but his problems are essentially those the declining 
way life represented the hotel, and his heart, 
though tries give several women the course 
the novel, really his place employment. 
what extent this true perhaps made manifest 
the implication that will marry Cinziga, Pavan’s 
daughter and the brash innovator who has introduced 
the contemporary ideas and wrought the modern 
changes. 

Mr. Llewellyn obviously knows the hotel business in- 
side out. has given splendid picture the 
round-the-clock, behind-the-scene activities which 
their outward show emerege the smooth, well-or- 
dered, unobtrusive and apparently uneventful routine 
which maintains the patrons state absolute com- 
fort, physical, mental, and, one almost dares say, 
spiritual, magnificent the hospitality Pavan. 
One wishes indeed that one might also guest there. 
What employment such establishment means 
the employee part what Mr. Llewellyn has say: 
the people who have learned serve the grand 
tradition have become human beings rare self-dis- 
cipline, extraordinarily high standards, and 
gracefulness living sometimes almost grotesquely out 
balance with their economic situations. sad 
realize that people like this will not likely emerge 
from Mlle. Cinziga’s polished modern edifice. The 
arrival the trade unionists has already given some 
indication what may expected: competent enough 
employees, sure, but demanding living wage, 
not content serve part glorious world-in- 
itself, and lacking the devoted study and hard work 
which has produced the infinitely beautiful manners 
and rituals attached the old staff. part 
evolution, and one must resigned it; 
there is, after all, much said for paying man 
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enough live on, and for providing luxury hotel ac- 
commodations which can afforded more than 
merely the few remaining rich and the diplomats and 
royal households. 
Only one small adverse point, and the editor, not 
the author, who blame: commas have consistently 
been placed incorrectly, causing the reader stop and 
back almost every page. 

Anita Monsees, 

Ithaca, New York 


Baum, Vicki Theme for Ballet 
Doubleday. July 2,1958. 332p. $3.95. (IIb) 

All the ballet clichés; sort fourth-rate Hemingway- 
style bullfighter; the kind contrivance which went 
out with the curtain opening maid-and-butler con- 
versation filling the past; and sentimentality worthy 
the women’s magazines—these are some the major 
ingredients Vicki Baum’s latest soufflé, and one must 
confess that does indeed keep its fine fluffy texture 
from beginning end. 

The author undoubtedly the head her class 
this kind writing. Theme for Ballet all about the 
trials and tribulations famous ballerina reaching 
the end her fabulous career. flashback scenes 
which are handled with painful awkwardness, she 
relives her loves and her triumphs, and the very last 


page everything suddenly resolved into Forever- 


After Happy Ending the most maudlin and improb- 
able sort. 
Katja Milenkaya the forty-six-year-old heroine, the 
toast the ballet world, now married conservative 
doctor who engaged research and also rather wist- 
fully wishing had wife who wasn’t flitting off all 
the time entrechats and such stages home 
and abroad. One can hardly blame him; she leads 
him merry chase. She leads the reader rather 
merry chase, too, for that matter, since she never really 
comes through person all. speech varies 
from clumsy foreign entanglements with the American 
idiom, downright American slang tossed around with 
all the savoir-faire long-time resident the Bronx. 
Her reactions range from grand-dame slammings the 
telephone rather childish pets. She allegedly 
love with the memory her late dancing partner, 
Grisha, but you couldn’t prove this reader. Grisha, 
incidentally, has promising seems turn- 
ing into solid flesh-and-blood—a homosexually-inclined 
man, consummate artist, and completely unsure 
anything save his Miss Baum spoils 
giving him brain tumor explain some highly erratic 
actions. 
This may well authetic portrait the world 
ballet; evident that Miss Baum has done some ex- 
tensive research, yet there through all the feeling 
that one remains outsider. Rehearsal rooms, the 
choreographing new ballet, the rigorous exercises, 
all are seen through kind veil; one does not feel 
one has really been the working side the curtain 
spite all the fancy terminology. 
But for lazy summer afternoon, and you aren’t too 
particular, you could worse with your reading. 

Anita Monsees, 

Ithaca, New York 


| 
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Hunter Gerson Wodehouse 


Best 


Hunter, Evan Strangers When Meet 
Simon Schuster. May 1958. 375p. $4.50. (IV) 


Larry Cole successful architect who lives large 
housing development near New York City. loves 
his wife Eve and his two children. meets Margaret 
Gault, the wife one his neighbors, and they carry 
adulterous relationship. Cole tells another neigh- 
bor, Felix Anders, the affair, and Felix attempts 
seduce Cole’s wife. Cole finally killed auto 
accident, and Felix approaches Margaret Cole’s suc- 
cessor. 

When Evan Hunter’s first novel, The Blackboard 
Jungle, appeared, read and found that possessed 
merit. Although occasionally overemphasized the 
sensational, presented number fresh character 
insights and observations and pointed phase 
juvenile delinquency which had been neglected. Would 
Evan Hunter improve his style and develop his insights 
and thinking future novels would let his in- 
terest sensationalism develop and run away with 
him? awaited the answer this question, and now 
know the answer. Hunter has chosen the second alter- 
native. His second novel was simply portrayal 
dope addiction and sordidness. Strangers When 
Meet, Hunter’s third novel, wallows completely 
sensationalism which unrelieved any fresh 
significant insights and observations. 
Hunter’s style has become even more knotty and trite. 


Sex the whole this novel. Hunter dwells 
female clothing, underclothing, and anatomy. When 
Cole meets the girl friend client, finds her offer- 
ing herself him; when next door neighbor drops 
talk Margaret Gault, they talk about sex; when 
Margaret’s mother visits, the mother talks about her 
own adultery; Felix Anders, whom Hunter calls de- 
vout Catholic” moves from one adultery another. 
Later Felix revealed devout who 
does not “believe confession and birth control.” 
one point nice old lady, Mrs. Garandi, introduced, 
and, sure enough, page 150 she talking about sex 
woman.” characters have awareness 
morality and spiritual roots. They are animals, impure 
and simple. his second novel Hunter sees Cath- 
olics only bad. does not know what “devout” 
Catholic what the practice religion means. 
Hunter’s warped and limited view man cannot 
taken important. should read Edmund Fuller’s 
recent Man Modern Fiction see how far misses 
the mark significance. Hunter has pandered himself 
for sensationalism and the quick dollar. Strangers 
When Meet cheap, trashy, Mickey Spillanish 


novel, suitable for one. 
Paul Doyle, Ph.D., 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 


Gerson, Noel Daughter Eve 
Doubleday. July 320p. $3.95. 


Captain John Smith—the title was apparently self- 
imposed—was adventurer with courage, foresight, 
intelligence, quick wits, endurance, drive. Tremen- 
dously interested establishing permanent colony 
the new world, was also tremendously interested 


establishing permanent place history for himself. 
His romance with the beautiful Pocahontas, daughter 
the Chief the Chickahominy Confederation, Pow. 
hatan, was only incident him. Pocahontas, 
ever fell deeply love. Powhatan tricked John Smith 
into Indian marriage—it was marriage death, 
Smith thought preferred death until the very 
moment when realized that Powhatan really 
tended death. was this point that 
dramatically saved Smith’s life, all school children 
know. soon after the marriage could manage 
it, Smith left Pocahontas return Jamestown. 
had intention either returning her having 
her join him Jamestown. wanted part 
Indian wife; princess not, the thought taking 
Indian wife England, admitting the marriage 
all, was abhorrent him. Powhatan eventually recog. 
nizing Smith’s desertion, dissolved the marriage 
Indian ceremony. approximately this point, John 
Rolfe, who had come Jamestown grow tobacco, 
entered the story accomplice the kidnapping 
Pocahontas order force Powhatan peaceful 
relations with the settlers. Pocahontas was kept pris 
oner Jamestown. John Rolfe became her friend, and 
through him Lord and Lady Delaware (he was then 
governor Jamestown) took deep interest her, 
Pocahontas learned and lived many the English ways, 
became Christian, and time Rolfe persuaded her 
marry him although knew that she was still 
love with John Smith. Shortly after their mar- 
riage, Rolfe returned with Pocahontas England 
settle some business matters. London, where she 
was the center social life and friend Queen 
Anne, Pocahontas finally met John Smith again, 
nized him for the adventurer was (time and the 
adulation London had not improved him), and 
came aware the deep love she had been developing 
for her husband. 


all this sounds like Indian corn, really not. The 
story well written and entirely credible. Everyone 
has wondered why Pocahontas married John Rolfe and 
not John Smith whose life she had romantically 
saved. Here full (and from this reader’s viewpoint 
least) satisfactory explanation that mystery, com- 
plete with accurately detailed backgrounds England 
and the new world. While this book not recom- 
mended corollary reading for high school students 
American history, nevertheless very satisfactory 
bit fiction for reasonably adult readers. 


Edith Howley, 
Madison, New Jersey 


Wodehouse, Cocktail Time 
Simon Schuster. July 219p. $3.50. 


Three-quarters century have scarcely lessened the 
ebullient flow mellifluously pattering prose which 
drips unfailing pattern from the pen Wodehouse. 
this umpteenth story set the County and London 
set have another the well-worn and usually well- 
wearing, intricately contrived tales minor intrigue 
characteristically Wodehousian. His character herein 
one, Lord Ickenham, physiologically agin but psycho- 
logically rejuvenescing peer, who proceeds, under his 
own rules morality, solve the problems and set 
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aright the lives his friends and acquaintances who 
fnd themselves stymied difficulties both pecuniary 
and personal. one fell swoop contrives events 
such fashion that blackmailer outwitted, emi- 
nent barrister blackmailed and his overdue marriage 
arranged, obstreperous Nannie pensioned and 
married off policeman that Ickenham’s nephew 
free bring bride his ancestral home. What 
has hilariously rollicking good time 
doing all these things. The whole business contrived 
wierdly concocted series incidents which make 
the usual Wodehouse story interestingly light and ac- 
ceptable reading for adults. 


Powell, Anthony Lady Molly’s 
Little, Brown. July 24,1958. 239p. $3.75. 

the fourth novel Anthony Powell’s diverting 
“Music Time” series, Lady Molly’s needs little 
introduction. comes, moreover, with the recom- 
mendation, its British edition, the James Tait 
Black Memorial Prize for 1957. Like its predecessors, 
independent itself but continues the witty, wry- 
risible picture upper-class English society since 
1934. Six more volumes are follow. 


Powell’s satire derives its force from reserve and under- 
statement rather than exaggeration, caricature, con- 
trived absurdity. The reader’s first impression, fact, 
one simple realism. Gradually, however, the 
brilliantly careful reconstruction dialogue and situa- 
tion, with never enough incongruity less than 
totally plausible, assets itself; and the whole account 
takes the aspect high social comedy. 


Like British humor general, the book needs 
experienced rather than explained; summary can 
justice its subtle sophistication and bland drollery. 
has plot the usual sense; the five chapters con- 
stitute simply section out the casual lives group 
acquaintances the narrator, script-writer with 
autobiographical suggestions named Nicholas Jenkins. 
Most the strange assortment come together the 
home Lady Molly, whose habitues seem the rem- 
nants incredible life disclosed under stone de- 
posited prehistoric glacier. Life this household 
lived largely Molly’s bedroom: partly because she 
caring for sick animal (she keeps monkey, 
parakeet, four dogs, and four cats), partly because 
Molly retires early and gets late. 


Lady Molly herself rather devastating indictment: 
domineering but superficial, respectable but with con- 
notations the demimonde. present husband, 
Jeavons, remote, ineffective mammoth given 
periodic escape solitary pub-crawl. Among the 
other the menage are General Conyers, long be- 
liever celibate officers despite his adolescent “woman- 
ising” but now retired marriage with Lord Vow- 
church’s daughter and reading Virginia Woolf and 
Freud; Quiggin, political radical jealous his literary 
(from books yet written), whose 
greatest triumph has been capture sluttish volup- 
tuary; Mona, who occasions less surprise chasing off 
China with Erridge, lord turned tramp, than she 
had caused remaining several years Quiggin’s 
wife”; tall, brassy Mildred Raycock, the Riviera type, 
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with colorful past; and Alice Sleaford, the most con- 
ventional woman alive. 
The chief story, far one featured, that 
Kenneth Widmerpool—middle-aged thirty, business- 
like, energetic, but dour and preoccupied with self 
the point being anti-social—whose engagement 
Mildred raises eyebrows among the strangest collection 
pots that ever called kettle black. night with 
the groom-to-be, though, sharply contrasts with her 
youthful escapades with General Conyers that Mildred 
changes her mind. never married and 
content now remain that way, paternally offers con- 
cluding advice the marital state Nicholas, who 
has found love amid the quiet chaos. 
The wide range characters—those cited are mere 
sample the total complexity—offers abundant oppor- 
tunity for Powell touch all important aspects 
London the thirties. lets them all show their 
ineffectuality from their own mouths, for the most 
part, though recurrent flashes penetrating direct 
comment add the exhilaration; for example: “It was 
plainly years since she had listened any remarks ad- 
dressed her”; or, process inquiring about an- 
other’s welfare that “seemed somehow gratify his 
own egotism.” 
Evelyn Waugh has said that this series “dry, cool, 
humorous, elaborately and accurately constructed and 
quintessentially English.” This estimate fits the new 
installment perfectly. The mature reader, responsive 
British humor its subtlest, should enjoy the book 
deeply even though with silent laughter. 

George Grauel, Ph.D., 

John Carroll University, 

Cleveland, Ohio 


Sandburg, Helga The Wheel Earth 
Obolensky. Apr. 19, 1958. 396p. $4.95. 
Twisted loves and maladjustments stony Kentucky 
farm during the first three decades the current cen- 
tury form the framework this first novel the 
daughter the famous poet. the farm which his 
French grandfather had settled, Anton Gaddy, 
Bible-quoting authoritarian, wielded heavy hand 
the lives his half-demented wife Maria 
daughters Ellen and Frankie. Only Ellen obeyed her 
father because she loved him; the others did out 
fear. But perversely was Ellen whom Anton ruled 
most harshly with only sadistic cruelty return for 
her love, while all his affection was centered Frankie 
whose insignificant musical talent was developed 
for the concert stage. 

Imbued with deep love Nature and the natural 
things her life, Ellen was efficient farm girl, with 
passion for all things growing and identification 
her own life and emotions with the cyclical changes 
the Earth and its progeny. All the love that her 
father denied she turned upon growing things and upon 
the accomplishment the farm’s work. Until one 
day she spared bit for Christian Ay, temporary 
hired hand neighboring farm, whose semi-seduc- 
tion, just before returned Louisville because 
his father’s death, left her bear his child. Unable 
find Christian, Ellen, after withdrawing her heart 
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from her Church, deifying the Blessed Mother and re- 
ceiving the Sacraments unworthily, fled her Uncle 
Garland Chicago and thence the home 
friend, Penny Dougherty, where she bore her 
son alone field and left him the Doughertys 
care while she returned her family. 


With her father only more embittered against her and 
trying marry her off local satyrs, Ellen kept the 
even tenor her ways and even when her uncle sought 
her lustfully she did not break. Frankie escaped the 
farm and abandoned her musical career form 
Lesbian relationship. Maria retreated yet further into 
psychotic withdrawal because which she was even- 
tually taken asylum. Ellen brought her son 
Simon the farm but left when Anton began bend 
him his will. She took Simon work hired 
woman with the Wasilewskis rich farm Illinois. 
There she found measure love and even self- 
renewal when she planned marry Dan Wasilewski. 
But Dan was killed freak twister and Ellen re- 
ceived word her father’s suicide the apartment 
Louisville prostitute whom had hoped marry. 
Claiming her father’s body for burial, Ellen found the 
prostitute Rose Ay, Christian’s sister, and again 
met Christian who had known nothing his son. 
his arms she again found renewal and love and return 
the old farm marked the beginning new cycle 
fruitful years. 


There sort deadly fascination this book, out 
all proportion its values, either literary sub- 
stantial. Once begun, one hesitates lay down 
lest the author might conceivably portraying real 
soul tormented sense sin, repenting and suffer- 
ing, finally finding surcease bowing its will God. 
But instead find Ellen only naturalistic identi- 
fication with the earthly cycle growth and 
ment, with rather detached Evangelical God watch- 
ing all undisturbedly from the sidelines. The story 
almost completely pagan its implications. Although 
Anton and Ellen were labelled Catholics, both knew 
little and lived less their religion. Most damnable 
the Jesuit Father Tompert’s advice Ellen that 
was permissible for her withdraw from the observ- 
ances prescribed the Church since she had sense 
God and would not risk her salvation neglecting 
formal worship. Throughout the tale the rutting men 
are more bestial than the animals they deal with. 
There is, however, hauntingly earthy rhythm the 
story, almost elfin tenderness its appreciation 
the beauties inherent earthy things and beings. 
dealing with the farm the author her artistic best; 
pity that she definitely less than that treat- 
ing her people. The book should not recom- 
mended for any class reader. 


Leonard Wolf, 


University Scranton 


Alpert, Hollis The Summer Lovers 


Knopf. July 307p. $3.95. (IV) 


Summer time warm, passing, often unpleasant. The 
Summer Lovers are aptly characterized. Hollis Alpert 
his first novel deals with summer sex—warm, pass- 
ing, unpleasant. unpleasant because instinc- 
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tively hope that those who people this book are not 
typical. 


They are often, however, attractive people, almost 
ways physically attractive and that makes for trouble. 
some reading. The scene East Nines, resort town 
near the ocean some two hours’ drive out New 
The time now. William Chadbury Chadburn 35, 
children’s book illustrator and divorced bachelor, 
Louise Simpson was his wife. She awaiting divorce 
while involved summer affairs with other men, 
Martha Wells, divorced from Charles Pierce, now 
married Andrew Wells. Andrew hypersexed 
professor with list female conquests which duti- 
fully catalogued and detailed. most recent the 
burden this novel and involves his step-daughter 
Sally Pierce. Sally beautiful, young and immoral, 
Her mother Martha “never said about any- 
thing,” Sally reports 286. “She explained in. 
stead. She never said anything did was bad wrong, 
She would suggest something else because would 
more fun.” such hedonism easy guess 
the outline this plot. Virtue old-fashioned. Sex 
taken whenever and wherever feels right and 
convenient. Stepdaughter teams 
mother with daughter’s boy friend, men sharing others’ 
wives. 

The writer’s skill pronounced but this first novel 
spoiled content and cannot recommended. 


Eugene Linehan, 
Woodstock College, 
Woodstock, Maryland 


Lessing, Doris The Habit Loving 
Crowell. July 14,1958. 311p. $4.00. (III) 

Love, what passes for love, the theme most 
the short stories this collection the only feminine 
member Britain’s “angry young men.” The 
grounds range from England the South France 
the veld Southern Rhodesia and South Africa. The 
author’s travels and sharp observations contribute 
the vivid reality the descriptions. 

From the title story, concerning middle-aged man 
who marries young, doll-like woman, “Lucy 
Grange” and “Getting Off the Altitude,” the subject 
adultery, for one reason another: need prove 
youth and strength, loneliness, punishment spouse. 
“Through the Tunnel,” completely different vein, 
recounts young boy’s determination conquer the 
water, and one the best the book. 

Mild Attack Locusts” appeared the New 
Yorker few years ago, and, like many the stories 
that magazine, while well-written, gives the reader 
feeling having come the middle and leaving 
before the end. 

“The Day Stalin Died” the closest approach 
—almost all the others are bitter-sweet not 
right bitter. “Plants and Girls” one being 
the tale subnormal boy’s twisted love girl and 
The bitterest all the last the book, “The 
Eye God Paradise.” The dust-jacket description 
shattering and frightening contemporary 
picture the undaunted German ego” completely 
true. horrifying. 
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There disputing the fact that Mrs. Lessing 
the midst adultery and bitterness are 
“Through the Tunnel,” “Flavors Exile,” concerning 
the precious value objects like pomegranates and 
brussels sprouts Africa, and “Flight,” with its wheel- 
ing birds and young love. all the stories the char- 
acterizations are excellent, from the dirty-minded old 
man “The Witness” the cruelly brilliant doctor 
“The Eye God Paradise.” each story the 
succeeds creating complete and realistic 


“slice life.” 

spite the excellence the writing, this book can 
recommended only discriminating, mature readers 
because the unfortunate choice adulterous situa- 
tions subject matter many the stories. 


Moriarty, 
Fredericksburg, Virginia 


Troyat, Henri Strangers Earth 
Crowell. July 328p. $3.95. (III) 


Author Henri Troyat did not know enough leave 
alone. Two years ago his The Red and 
the White was fine novel with fascinating set 
characters portrayed against the rich historical back- 
ground the Russian revolution 1917 and the en- 
suing war Reds against Whites. Now Troyat has 
written sequel and seems incredible that the same 
man responsible for this sorry work. 

the close The Red and the White Michael and 
Tania Danov were fleeing into exile with their family 
and servants sailing from Constantinople. the 
sequel find that they have settled Parisian 
colony Russian émigrés. Their story renewed 
1924. 

Michael, once very prosperous merchant his native 
Moscow, belies his former business acumen be- 
haves like bumpkin. doesn’t buy the Eiffel Tower 
but that about all which saves his reputation. Tania, 
steadfast wife the troublous years the revolu- 
tion, now shrew. 

Michael and Tania have two sons—Serge and Boris. 
Insolence seems their forte they reach adult- 
hood which they celebrate bumbling and tumbling 
into bed with succession coquettes. Eventually 
each succeeds getting French nymphomaniac di- 
vorcee. This quite change for Serge who showed 
earlier tendencies for homosexuality. His metamor- 
phosis was abetted great part Ivan Kisiakov, 
lecherous old man, whose answer his own impotency 
become pander. The trollop, this instance, 
commits suicide when Serge begins weary the 
monotony being gigolo for woman fifteen years 
senior. Serge survives all this enlist the Foreign 
Legion, more disgusting and 
revolting character would difficult imagine), 
proves the adage that virtue has its own reward. 
murdered lascivious young parasite whom has 
established his apartment service lonely old 
women. When venereal disease makes this young 
gigolo unavailable for spell salves his wounds 
plundering the murdered Kisiakov for his money belt. 


The second son, Boris, spends great deal time either 
designing dynamo which will not function scrib- 
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bling his diary about his clandestine love affairs with 
good girls and bad girls. eventually finds girl who 
marries another man for his money but later goes 
bed with Boris for love. Boris finally marries her and 
the novel ends with her pregnant Boris leaves for 
the war 1939. hope this not inspiration for 
another sequel.) 

Other assorted characters include: Malinov, once 
famous novelist, who now writes poems which one 
reads. executed when returns Russia 
trumped-up charges espionage. All wanted 
was bring the truth back home. lot space 
wasted this inexplicable figure. 

Then there Akim Arapov, former colonel the 
Alexandria Hussars, who dies from bullet wound in- 
flicted when was innocent bystander typical 
political Parisian uprising. Akim’s sister, Nina, was late 
getting out Russia. She disappointed Paris be- 
cause there not enough poverty and people seem 
happy though not poor. 

But there one redeeming character—Maria Danov, 
Michael’s mother. She fled with the family Paris 
but still thinks she Moscow and considers herself 
pretty well-off with boxful roubles. Her senility 
is, fact, blessing since she almost unaware the 
strange people who surround her. 

Strangers Earth appears contrived pot-boiler. 
The situations are awkward—there action but moti- 
vations completely unexplained for the most part. 
The political life Paris and France inserted spas- 
modically almost afterthought. The sensualism 
overpowering but banal. The time-element (15 
years) entirely too long for this story and makes for 
cluttered and cryptic and jumbled-up narrative. 


Troyat, Russian expatriate himself, calling upon 
his own experiences then must have known nothing 
but the shoddiest remnants Czarist Russia. This re- 
viewer would recommend this novel only discrimi- 
nating readers who have time waste. 


Gannon, 
University Scranton 


Guerard, Albert The Bystander 
Little, Brown. July 28,1958. 201p. $3.75. 

Albert Guerard, novelist, critic, and professor 
English Harvard, admits that his “larger” aim 
writing The Bystander was write “an extremely 
close-knit, precise, economical story about sexuality and 
love, and about the corrosions immature senti- 
mental idealism.” That just about sums the book, 
too. Mr. Guerard has admirably fulfilled his larger 
aim. This close-knit, precise, and economical, only 
201 pages easily read couple hours less because 
for one thing, it’s too sordid read Antony, 
both “bystander” and hero, permanently immature 
adolescent, very Simone, the chambermaid 
the filthy tenement Antony lives in, dirty little 
alley cat. Christiane has-been actress whose tran- 
quility permanent but not too demanding liaison 
threatened her affair with Antony. Not very 
seriously, though; she’s much too practical give 
this mighty convenient set-up. Close-knit, precise, eco- 
nomical this may be, but it’s rather nasty little dish 
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tea, maybe glass Pernod (it’s very French). 
Besides, it’s too hot for psychological novels. Although 
doubt this would any more attractive cold 


day. 
Edith Howley, 
Madison, New Jersey 


Dinneen, Joseph Queen Midas 
Little, Brown. July 229p. $3.75. 

Few people will fail remember the mythological story 
King Midas, who, choosing his own reward for 
favor done Bacchus, made the unfortunate request 
that all touched turned gold. lived rue 
the day had coveted much money. The parallel 
with this story’s heroine goes only far turning all 
she touches into gold. She never regrets it. 


Pegeen, thirteen, came Boylston, late nineteenth 
century Irish immigrant. Sparsely educated, she some- 
how managed shrewd, driving, monetary mogul. 
Married eighteen Pat O’Connell, she bore him 
four children; spent their childhood years knitting 
sweaters, and keeping her bank account’s growing size 
secret from her husband. never asked her, any- 
way. Her money multiplied through the stock market, 
real estate, and cooperation with ward boss Jimmy 
Flanagan. 

the relatively short space three hundred pages, 
her children grow, marry, beget and succumb their 
Mother’s every wish for the governance their lives. 
Michael runs for Democratic Mayor. Pegeen’s 
financial aid and political acumen, gains and holds 
the job for eight years. Mary mathematical wizard, 
and helps Mama with her complicated accounts. Jerry, 
the reporter, cowrse switches newspapers and parties 
fit into his place The Plans. Francis, (of the 
fabulous memory, the $64,000 question) slips into 
his niche manager Mother’s hotels. 


Not one the characters drawn with conviction; 
they are all dead the pages, save perhaps Pegeen. 
And model wife, mother and financial genius, she 
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highly improbable. Not mention plaster, irritating 
figure. 

Superficial characterization, absence conflict, jerky 
time sequence—all these faults vitiate any real appeal 
the book might have. There some valid information 
the legal chicanery involved city politics; The 
Last Hurrah had not been written, this one might not 
look bad. 


Queen Midas perfectly clean. also bland the 
point insipidity. The author reporter. Here, 


writes like one. 
Mary Elizabeth Reedy, 
Omaha, Nebraska 


Ariss, Jean The Quick Years 
Harper. May 12,1958. 338p. $3.95. (IIb) 


Writing about The Quick Years simply means writing 
about its central character, one Joseph Baer. Not only 
this story which revolves about him, but the 
story which dominates thoroughly rules the 
large family over which arrogant, 
boastful, boorish and opinionated, Joseph scarcely one 
sought out for his likeable qualities. Yet Miss 
Ariss apparently thinks very highly him she re- 
veals him through the words his granddaughter, 
Sharon, whose doting and fawning adoration and love 
for the aging patriarch almost borders that cult. 


Joseph hardworking farmer, living with his ever- 
increasing family California’s Napa Valley. Here 
had settled when his dislike cities and aversion 
people prompted him leave his native Chicago 
the age twenty-six. One day while strolling 
side stream his lustful nature satisfied itself with 
fourteen year old maiden who had injured her ankle 
while wading. Not that “Grandmother” offered any 
resistance, nor did make any difference that neither 
uttered word nor knew one another’s names. 

The fact that was Jew and “Grandmother” the 
daughter Protestant minister presented some ob- 
stacles, but these were overcome readily and easily 
Joseph ignored the fact that still had wife. 
matter record and “Grandmother” eventually 
went through three ceremonies before their marriage 
was legal, not counting the fourth one after she had 
embraced the Jewish faith. the meantime Joseph 
fathering his family much the embarrassment his 
grown children who see “Grandmother” becoming 
great-grandmother while bringing forth her own 
teenth child when Joseph sixty-five. 

This then Joseph, ranting and raving, critical and 
resentful the men his daughters have married, more 
often than not angrily stalking out the room 
rage brought some argument has provoked. 
For her first effort Miss Ariss has done rather well 
her portrayal this reprehensible individual whom she 
seems find fascinating. However, from stylistic 
point view her novel appallingly weak and monot- 
onous. woefully lacking continuity and co- 
hesion. Using flashbacks wholesale scale, the 
author becomes involved leave the reader with- 
out the slightest idea when the action she describ- 
ing actually transpires. Rough and earthy, with moral 
qualities higher than its literary, The Quick Years 
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one those uninspiring, indifferent affairs which the 
adult reader can take leave. 
Francis Ullrich, Ph.D., 
Manhattan College, 
New York, New York 


Prescott, John Ordeal 
Random House. June 25,1958. 182p. $3.50. (IIb) 

This mature Western novel old theme which 
well treated with excellent suspense, good character 
analysis, uncertainty and drama well satisfactory 
ending with poetic justice for each person. Six people 
are route San Diego stage coach when they 
are attacked Apaches and manage outrun them, 
but not before the driver has received arrow. The 
horses then run wild over embankment, smashing 
the wagon and spilling the passengers, who are unhurt, 
but left walk their way out the desert. The heart 
the novel follows—a careful probing the reactions 
widely different persons—soldier, gambler, deserter, 
actress, old man. good story, not great nor 
classic, but worth general recommendation the 


mature reader. 
Bruno McAndrew, O.S.B., 
St. Gregory’s School, 
York Harbor, Maine 


Kirtland, Elizabeth Buttons the Back 
Vanguard Press. June 26,1958. 160p. $3.50. (I) 
Buttons the back describes the mistake Gertrude 
made the day she went downtown alone and bought 
dress. The disciplinary measures taken her mother 
and father are indications why the dust jacket calls 
this little book cameo yesterday that makes 
happier today.” 

you like books written from the child’s point view, 
with touch adult insight, you will like this. The 
reader lives here with lively family six children, 
the winsomest whom Gertrude, described her 
brothers big eyes the end stick.” The 
times are “olden” and you doubt the nostalgic 
illustrations David Levine prove most effectively. 


Adele Nash, 
Buffalo, New York 


Barth, John The End the Road 
Doubleday. July 18,1958. 230p. $3.95. (IIb) 


John Barth’s second novel demands that the reader 
accept the validity the phrase, don’t know,” 
its intrinsic and positive values, solution for the 
problems concerning his characters. Unfortunately, 
achieves only quality despair, despite the tech- 
nical excellences the writing. 

The characters the novel are four. Jacob Horner, 
unable cope with his living problems, places himself 
the hands Doctor who conducts strange and 
suspect therapy program for various types invalids 
his Mobilization Farm. The therapy for Jake Horner 
demands that seek employment, without entangling 
Personal alliances. meets extrovert Joe Morgan, 
his wife Rennie, and despite the semantic gambits, 
becomes emotionally involved with her. abortive 
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operation results Rennie’s death, the downfall Joe, 
and the wondering defeat Jake. The story placed 
mainly against the background state teacher’s col- 
lege, but this, too, one-dimensional scene, the 
characters are one-dimensional their surface depths. 


Despite the tasteless language insertions, the strong 
prose does not fulfill its promise. reflects the an- 
guish situations without sympathetic results, and 
day when the fashion categorize, might 
easily placed under headings beat, lost, and pos- 
sibly retrogressive. 

This novel not ordinary its talent, but neither 


moral human. 
Judson LaHaye, 
Montebello, California 


O’Donovan, Joan Dangerous Worlds 
Morrow. July 23,1958. 190p. $3.50. (IIb) 

This volume short stories serves introduction 
the author, Joan O’Donovan, “one England’s 
outstanding writers short stories,” the American 
reading public. Unquestionably, Miss O’Donovan 
skiller writer. each writer’s work revelation 
his her viewpoint life and people, Miss O’Dono- 
van seems see her people with the sharply analytical 
eye psychiatrist. fact, almost third the 
twenty stories this book, most them involving 
women, concern definitely off-beat themes. 


counterbalance these off-beat stories, Miss O’Dono- 
van has included another group, (again about third 
the twenty stories), concerning children, both small 
children and adolescents. this category, Miss 
O’Donovan’s characterizations are warm, humorous 
and appealing. She handles boys well girls with 
adroitness. One the most appealing stories the 
book, “The Little Scotch Skirt,” about nondescript 
little schoolboy who invents imaginary older nephew 
impress his teacher and schoolmates. When suc- 
ceeds securing their interest, the boy provides glib 
accounts the exploits his Charlie con- 
tinuous sequels, only trap himself eventually into 
admission his deceit when something, which 
against the boy’s code, occurs and bothers his con- 
science. 

The remaining stories reveal Miss O’Donovan’s skill 
writing stories that are either well plotted have fine 
characterizations. Some them also indicate the au- 
thor’s subtle sense humor. 

several stories there are excellent descriptive pass- 
ages, ranging from the depressing barren environment 
out-of-the-way R.A.F. station, seen through 
the eyes lonely young woman soldier, city park 
spring morning when the daffodils are blooming, 
seen through the eyes skylarking thirteen-year- 
old girl. 

where Miss O’Donovan excels. portaits are 
brittle and unvarnished and have such disturbing 
effect the reader, that one cannot help but wish that 
the author might see these women more tolerant 


and kindly light. 
Elizabeth O’Rourke, 


New Brunswick, New Jersey 


ears 

iting 

only 

the 

the 

ant, 

one 

Miss 

re- 

ove 

ult. 

Ng- 

her 

the 

ob- 

ad 

his 


166 


Household, Geoffrey The Brides Solomon 
Atlantic-Little, Brown. June 243p. $3.75. 
This collection short stories written chiefly with 
eye plot, but with occasional story particularly 
remarkable for style and sense mood. The stories 
have very wide range setting; one the best con- 
cerns cynical deserter from the French Foreign Legion, 
while others have their locale Europe South 
America. 
The stories range widely their mood too. Most are 
pure action thrillers, but “Children’s Crusade” quite 
successful conveying the courage and faith group 
children who were the vanguard those who came 
into Palestine after the first World War. 
War and the Resistance provide the subject matter for 
several episodes. These incidents are well handled, 
being kept isolated from the larger setting which would 
have destroyed their uniqueness. The character study 
presented Drug for the Major” particularly 
well done. concerned with British Major com- 
manding force operating behind enemy lines who 
paradoxically maintains his psychopathic sanity 
unrelenting paper warfare against the Pay Department 
the British Army. was going collect his twenty- 
nine pounds and seventeen shillings had corre- 
spond with every Comptroller the Army. 
Several refreshing stories will reward the readers this 
collection, refreshingly different style and structure 
from the too familiar pattern the New Yorker short 
story. Only few the sixteen will disappoint, but 
these fortunately are among the shorter ones. 

Brother John, F.S.C., 

LaSalle College, 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


Macmillan. June 310p. $5.00. (I) 

From the time the Egyptian Sinuhe the present 
travelers have felt the compulsion write accounts 
their adventures. One the more colorful accounts 
15th century travels that given Friar Felix 
Fabri his famed Evagatorium, descriptive 
his pilgrimage from Ulm Palestine, Sinai, and 
Egypt. Selections from the book appeared 1940 
under the title Friar Felix Large. the present 
volume Miss Prescott follows Friar Felix from Jerusalem 
Mt. Sinai, Cairo, Alexandria, Venice, and back 
Ulm. 

This book not simply translation condensation 
Friar Felix’ diary. Miss Prescott has utilized not only 
the Friar’s writings, but also the accounts his fellow 
pilgrims, well numerous other source works—as 
her notes and bibliography attest. Her scholarship 
evident throughout the book. one can doubt that 
she has used her sources well. However, since the 
work not primarily intended for Near East experts, 
students 15th century travel literature, one 
tempted ask: why the multiplication explanatory 
commentary and technical footnotes? Many her 
explanations interrupt the flow the narrative the 
discomfit the reader. When Felix his com- 
panions are allowed speak for themselves, are 
intrigued the customs, adventures, hardships, amus- 
ing incidents, etc., experienced the pilgrims. 


Household Prescott Golden 
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The above not meant deterrent reading the 
book. well constructed and will open new world 
the interested reader. The modern tourist may find 
that 20th century conditions travel are not dif. 
ferent from those the 15th century had 
imagined. Anyone who has traveled the same route 
Friar Felix will want compare his own experiences 
with those the Friar’s party. 

The book enhanced illustrations and some 
lent maps which enable the reader follow the 


grims their way. 
Geron Fournelle, O.F.M., 
Quincy College, 
Quincy, Illinois 


Golden, Harry Only America 
World. July 18,1958. 317p. $4.00. 

Born 1902 New York’s lower East Side, 
Golden, the son Jewish immigrant parents, moved 
Charlotte, North Carolina, some years ago; and from 
that most unlikely locale writes, edits, and publishes the 
lively Carolina Israelite, “more less” monthly 
view. Jewish periodical published Charlotte seems 
about likely Jewish Lord Mayor Dublin; yet 
all know Mr. Briscoe, and through the 
tion Only America many will come know 
the equally charming Mr. Golden. 

Mr. Golden’s book collection 184 essays: many 
reprinted from The Carolina Israelite; others originally 
printed Commentary, and Midstream; and some few 
written especially for this work. one may 
mitted reduce critical appraisal simple arithmetic, 
the following score represents this reviewer’s personal 
reaction: 160 the 184 pieces are joy and delight 
the remaining are cheap, shoddy, poor 
completely unworthy the author. 

Harry Golden has wide range interests and many 
likes and dislikes. likes, for example, boiled beef 
flanken, Carl Sandburg, chopped chicken liver, opera, 
good whiskey, Billy Graham, the old-fashioned saloon, 
potato modern conveniences, Charlotte, North 
Carolina, and Irving Berlin. dislikes The Merchant 
Venice, racial segregation, quiz champions, cocktail 
lounges, and progressive education. his best, 
and very good best indeed, when describing the 
sights and sounds the East Side, when recalling the 
beautiful home life his childhood, when describing 
the exploits well-known New York City politicians, 
when recapturing the smells and taste his mother’s 
cooking. His description the ritual involved 
ing suit for his Bar Mitzvah; his recollection the 
“two for nickel” movies; his moving portraits the 
Jewish immigrant’s desire for education this 
simply wonderful stuff. And Golden segregation 
should not missed. His essay “The Vertical Negro 
Plan,” for example, has already achieved the status 
minor classic; and his sane, human approach the 
delicate nuances involved this weighty, peculiarly 
Southern problem marked humor, good sense, and 
keen awareness the meaning the Brotherhood 
Man. would real step the right direction 
Mr. Golden’s segregation essays were made required 
reading for certain Southern politicians rabble 
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with regret that certain deficiencies Only 
America must now considered; but certain sub- 
Mr. Golden extremely bad. yields the 
impulse which seems strike most journalists sooner 
any subject under the sun, and not few above it. 
When Mr. Golden writes the meaning Life and 
Death, the Universe, the role the churches, 
the Renaissance, Shakespeare, only too fre- 
quently talking through his hat. Please, 
Mr. Golden, leave Shakespeare the And 
was that statement the effect that few Negroes join 
the Roman Catholic Church really accurate? You 
might check your facts and figures. And you really 
adultery amusing? 


Finally, poor Lafayette called two successive pages 
(pp. 31-32) “Le Marquise”! may paraphrase Mr. 
Golden, “This, you call Much more good 
than bad this collection, however. Most adults 
should enjoy it. Light pleasant reading, for the most 
part, with more than little food for thought many 


pages. 
Stephen Ryan, 
Loyola University, 
Chicago, Illinois 


This the Challenge 


Benton, William 
June 16, 1958. 254p. $3.95. 


Associated College Presses. 

The eminent United States Senator from Connecticut, 
William Benton, was Vice-President the University 
Chicago and publisher the Encyclopaedia Britan- 
nica. While the latter position traveled Russia 
1955, spending three weeks interviewing top Russian 
education, science, the arts and journalism. 
The visit, however, was the culmination ten years 
study the U.S.S.R. and the Russian language. This 


was careful preparation for important mission. 


Much Senator Benton’s story, edited Dean Ed- 
ward Barrett, School Journalism, Columbia Uni- 
versity, re-presentation articles, speeches and 
questions submitted him distinguished public 
bodies. well have this informative and enlight- 
ening report corroborated appendix recorded 
interviews with Russian officials. 


The U.S.S.R. has already surpassed the United States 
both the number and percentage students enrolled 
institutions above the secondary level. must 
realized that the 3,800,000 these institutions 
1955, nearly 1,900,000 were the tekhnikums and 
1,825,000 the universities and higher institutes. Their 
total was per cent higher than the comparable 
United States enrollment 2,700,000. 


The tekhnikum kind institution unique the 
Students enter after the tenth year school- 
ing and prepare for sub-professional careers. These in- 
clude not only technicians for engineering and the 
physical sciences, but medical helpers trained partly be- 
tween nurse and physician. 

The fact that most alarming not that the 
Russian educational level the tenth year, 
but that she can only absorb about one-half her pro- 
fessional and technically trained people. The remainder 
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will exported work and communize the na- 
tions seek democratize. Unless can more 
than the Point Four program our influence abroad will 
threatened. 

The book interest the general reader and 
written clear, easily readable style, moving along 
well spite its frequent statistics. Interviews with 
prominent Russian officials the worlds journalism, 
education and the ballet bring home the reader the 
truism that the creative mind not always the free 


mind. 
Lennon, Ph.D., 
University Scranton 


Fuller, Edmund Man Modern Fiction 
Random House. May 14,1958. 171p. $3.50. (Ila) 


Edmund Fuller, novelist, critic, and historian, has 
this compilation and reworking periodical articles 
presented what the subtitle asserts are “Some Minority 
Opinions Contemporary American Writing.” The 
book very personal polemic directed against certain 
trends modern fiction that depict man amoral, 
environmentally determined, bestial. Writing from the 
position explicit preference for the “image man 
that found the Judaeo-Christian tradition,” Mr. 
Fuller attacks the “ethical relativism” that makes 
mockery compassion literature substituting the 
“counter-puritanism” finding fault only the un- 
fallen. The deleterious effects literature this 
pseudo-compassion are sharply delineated the au- 
thor: literature loses its dramatic force and becomes 
best only acute clinical observation the peculiar and 
the misfortunate, worst exploitation the scabrous. 
Tragedy cannot exist, Fuller deftly indicates, where 
choice and moral agency are unrecognized. 


The vigor Fuller’s indictment the devitalized and 
fraudulent images man such writers Mailer, 
Wylie, and Kerouac, among others, does not, however, 
obscure some weaknesses his argument. Although 
urges that Herman Wouk and John Marquand 
taken for what they are rather than condemned falsely 
exponents the views their characters, will 
not grant the same judgment for many other novelists. 
Fuller admires the “sheer ingenuity” Joyce’s difficult 
works, but insists that Joyce created “world stink 
and death,” world “grotesques”: but does not 
recognize that Joyce, like Baudelaire, reaffirmed the 
spiritual significance man precisely portraying the 
blasphemies only man capable committing. Blast- 
ing the vogue the “philosopher-madam” and the 
whorehouse mystique,” Fuller misreads Faulk- 
ner’s Sanctuary and finds one more example the 
confusion values that elevates the mindless the 
status the wise. And intermixed with his very 
trenchant prose cuteness that sometimes weakens 
the profundity the author’s remarks. 

The book many respects profound analysis 
the confusions that vitiate much modern literature; 
and more than that, modern culture. Fuller 
advocate censorship “respectability,” but does 
advocate, and sometimes brilliantly, what far more 
important: the vision man “creative creature,” 
moral agent with “the alertness awe, grandeur, 
the sense the numinous, the holy.” Man Mod- 
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ern Fiction valuable essay aid grammar 
criticism and worth the attention the scholar and 
the casual reader literature. 


Cushing, 
Villanova University, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


Warren, Robert Penn 
Random House. June 25, 1958. 
Chase, Richard 
Doubleday. Aug. 1958. 
Montagu, Ashley The Cultured Man 
World. July 21,1958. 284p. $3.95. (IV) 

These three books are produced three very different 
minds and they represent three very different ap- 
proaches the dissemination ideas; they share some 
common ground, however, that they are all con- 
cerned with contemporary attitudes and contemporary 
culture. Robert Penn Warren has made for his volume 
selection essays which appeared over number 
years; there necessary intrinsic unity his book 
but all the pieces deal with literary criticism and though 
each coldly precise Mr. Warren manages imply 
through these ten disparate pieces much his thought 
what literature and how should approached. 
Richard Chase, falling back the Platonic dialogue 
method exposition, gives his speakers 
abundance literary allusion but his work avowedly 
goes far beyond literature into the whole matter 
thought America today. Ashley Montagu’s merits 
commentator literature and culture not war- 
rant his being mentioned the same paragraph with 
Mr. Warren and Mr. Chase but the subject and scope 
his brash work are such that logic asks for its inclu- 
sion context from which taste would shut out; 
Mr. Montagu has unhesitatingly described the cul 
tured man and has issued questionnaire guide each 
reader accurate personal cultural index. 


Mr. Warren’s creative writing and his solid work 
devising useful textbooks give him right careful 
hearing for his critical opinions. And some the 
merits that have come associate with his work 
are conspicuous this collection; has good taste; 
his judgments are sound and capable defend- 
ing them calmly, forcibly, and exhaustively. 
particularly apt singling out the 
characteristic genius some novelists, notably William 
Faulkner and Katherine Anne Porter. certain 
extent these essays could provide models for young in- 
structors. 

Yet these writings are not flawless; fact, they are 
marred some deficiencies which seem very strange 
view Mr. Warren’s commanding position 
teacher and teacher teachers. times un- 
pleasantly vague, others unfortunately pedantic. 
The essay Conrad, for instance, lacks that obvious 
unity that come expect experienced lec- 
turer; and the first essay the lack good descrip- 
tion “pure” poetry jarring—there should some 
clear explanation what Mr. Warren means the 
term, even though has already grown old con- 
troversy. writing about Falkner and Frost, however, 
Mr. Warren painfully explicit; perceptive and solid 
though these essays are, they are far too redolent 


Selected Essays 
305p. $4.00. (Ila) 
The Democratic Vista 


180p. $3.95. 


Warren Chase Montagu 


the attitude wise teacher dealing with dull 
docile class. Exhaustive probing tends dessicate the 
work under consideration. 

The longest selection Mr. Warren’s volume, the one 
Coleridge’s Mariner,” presses the 
most symbolic interpretation the poem, with the 
whole experience the mariner serving symbol 
the poet’s creative imagination working out moral 
action and suffering. interpretation which has 
some abvious difficulties, but Mr. Warren explains 
well—though not well enough, dare say, warrant 
its acceptance Richard Chase. This particular type 
literary exploration dismissed rather casually 
The Democratic Vista which one character remarks 
that “the symbolist critics are certainly not read 
many people” and the author himself says critiques 
such Mr. Warren’s: “The subject literature 
literature; like the snake swallowing its own tail.” 


inevitable that some classes people and some 
writers should swept aside the course Mr. 
Chase’s entertaining “Dialogue Life and Letters 
Contemporary America.” subtitle such this 
practically The advantage the dia- 
logue form, however, that does offer almost 
limited scope; though dialectic method need not 
perfectly precise and does not aim the solid estab 
lishment impregnable positions. Mr. Chase has used 
the form gracefully and the conversation his 
acters, has some air reality about it. Casually 
heard, might pass for the week-end conversation 
civilized people, especially those particular civilized 
people who are self-conscious about their sophistica- 
tion, who seek opportunities for using the plainest and 
most startling speech, and who feel that define 
personal problem correct psychological jargon 
answer it. The setting and the form give Mr. Chase 
opportunity for making abundant generalities seem 
well-founded because they stand under the scrutiny 
his opponents this conversational game. 


For all the author’s skill, however, and for all his pleas- 
antly provocative exploration ideas, the net result 
his efforts conglomeration general statements 
which have their basis subjective impressions. 
demolishes the Times Book Review saying that 
has become platform from which all the old radicals 
sneer everything that has been written since 1940— 
unless, that is, conforms middlebrow standards.” 
The Book Review has many faults but this scarcely 
seems adequate summary them. what seems 
oblique reference Robert Heilman—perhaps 
just disagrees with all collaborators Cleanth 
Brooks—Mr. Chase obliterates one sound doctrine 
tragedy. obsessed Walt Whitman, but his 
obsession does not make him cogent defense 
Whitman’s poetry. 

The plenitude universal statements the dialogue 
annoying, but remains true that some them are 
original, perceptive, and effectively put forth. One 
the characters, Rinaldo, gives stranger’s view 
American politics which admirably points out our 
abandonment discussion and political action home 
and the neighborhood, the places where democratic 
action should begin. And early the book there 
splendid illumination the plight the teacher 
our society. 
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Mr. Chase’s people—even the conformist character, 
George—have their respective individualities and their 
own ways establishing values. obvious that 
they have not come under the influence Ashley 
Montagu’s guide culture. Apparently both Mr. 
Montagu and his publisher think that there de- 
mand for book like The Cultured Man, but 
dificult follow their reasoning. The first part the 
work extols the cultured man and adumbrates Mr. 
Montagu’s ideas the nature true culture. The 
second, and longer, part contains series questions 
and answers designed aid the reader estimating 
his own cultural quotient. The contradictions between 
the parts the book are very interesting. Most the 
questions are purely factual, though Mr. Montagu in- 
dicates that factual knowledge not index cul- 
ture. Presumably the cultured man knows grammar 
and the use language but Mr. Montagu has let some 
bloopers by—he speaks “the coming advent 
leisure” and alludes unrealistic optimism which 
“only slightly less worse” than apathy. Presumably, 
too, the cultured man has mind his own, but his 
cultural quotient will down Mr. Montagu’s arbi- 
tary standards crosses his knees, does not think 
euthanasia generous ideal, considers pregnancy per- 
missible during the first year marriage. 


general, the facts contained this quiz book are 
correctly stated. The author does say that “Marriage 
between Catholics may dissolved Pauline Privi- 
lege” but this error which most Americans would 
not consider egregious. Where questions demand the 
statement opinion rather than the enunciation 
fact, Mr. Montagu’s replies are often controversial, 
sometimes hilarious. seems well-read man; 
strange that should produce this weird, pre- 


sumptuous book. 
William Hill, 
Wernersville, Pennsylvania 


MacDonald, Malcolm Borneo People 
Knopf. July 21, 1958. 424p. $6.50. (Ila) 


that books about people should only written 
those who like people. the word “like” not 
mean imply softheadedness; rather mean high- 
light sympathy with human beings. This sympathy 
does not need naive, but rather should that 
largeminded, wise and clearheaded appreciation which 
takes the human situation whole, faults and all. 
The author this book eminently satisfies require- 
ments for those who write books about people. 


This very good book for intelligent adults read, 
for three reasons. First, deals with 
part the human world, and therefore the reader will 
pleasantly broaden his knowledge humanity. Second, 
the great humanistic tradition books written 
literate British administrators, and vies with the 
best them for high place. Third, portrays 
very effective manner that great process change 
which going all over the world, and which 
important for the future the world. this far-off, 
tiny portion the Far East, see what Teilhard 
Chardin called “La Planétization 
the achievement human global unity, its local 
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Son Ramsay MacDonald and distinguished British 
politician and administrator his own right, the au- 
thor once had the British Southeast Asia and Sarawak 
under his control. may have had other favorite 
peoples his domain, but would difficult prove 
from this book. 

According the amount space allotted this book, 
presume that the Ibans were his pet people the 
area. obviously tries justice the Kanyans 
and Kenyahs, the Melanaus, Malays and Chinese. But 
not only the Ibans get the major amount space, 
but also the most moving part the narrative. girl, 
Segura, effectively used symbol the change 
that taking place. From pagan girl, with mini- 
mum clothes (no matter how attractive), past 
mission-school girl, distracted the attractions the 
local small town, through pulling hither and thither 
manifold outside influences and her parents and 
home, follow Segura ultimate peace with her 
Iban husband, school-teacher. can only hope 
that such will the peaceful and generalized furure 
for the Ibans and all other people present going 
through the throes change, change which often 
incomprehensible and confusing. 

couple minor negative criticisms. The author has 
not solved the problem what with native terms. 
There are least ten these which uses, without 
explanations; even after many pages, one still not 
clear about atsana, bedara, towkay, etc. Also, the au- 
thor does not run deep, when dealing with native cus- 
toms and especially those religious 
dentally, anthropologist shudders when important 
native animistic spirits are called and “hob- 
goblins.” 

Nevertheless, whole-heartedly recommend this book 
welcome reading, written with that quiet sense 
humor characteristic the British. travel- 


book, this very good. 
Franklin Ewing, S.J., Ph.D., 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 


Baldwin, Hanson The Great Arms Race 
Praeger. June 27,1958. 116p. $2.95. (I) 


This brief topical comparison the military 
strength and weakness the United States and Russia. 
The author has been the military expert, reporter and 
commentator for the New York Times for many years. 
personally friendly with nearly all our top gen- 
erals and admirals and consequently has access their 
personal evaluations our military situation. This 
book therefore probably not merely the opinion 
one distinguished citizen, but balanced reflection 
the views the most responsible members our 
armed forces. 


The interpretations presented leave room for com- 
placency the reader. are reminded that “our 
present military superiority errected upon narrow 
base: the piloted plane carrying nuclear weapons.” 
Since our strategic concept based fundamentally upon 
nuclear deterrent war have been increasing our 
nuclear capability but weakening our conventional 
strength that today Russia far better equipped 
wage the more likely “brush-fire” small wars. 
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“Thus, even allowing for misses, aborted missions, and 
effective enemy defense, the United States has, far 
piloted aircraft and giant nuclear weapons are concerned, 
factor safety many times larger than many observers believe 
hand, the opinion some observers, marginal capability 
meet the threat small-scale non-atomic aggression, and 
Our whole arsenal weapons reviewed and com- 
pared with that Russia. The interested amateur 
student war will treasure this book for its thorough 
detail and charts. The interested student govern- 
ment more likely realize the top military leaders 
regard our military preparations falling short ade- 
quate security. Only about one billion dollars more 
seems required for the current budget year, but, 
more than money, consideration the various elements 
required for truly balanced defense effort needed. 


Joseph Maloney, Ph.D., 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 
Clue-Works 


Frank O’Gorman, Contributing Editor 


Carlisle, Helen Tiger Sniffs the Rose 
Doubleday. June 19,1958. 239p. $3.95. 

the art mystery fiction lies the ability the 
author suggest vastness hidden depths early 
book, then this book fine novel. Seldom has the 
opening book entranced this reviewer. And the 
book largely delivers what the promise 
most unusually constructed novel that kills off one 
character right the beginning and then spends the 
rest the book sifting through his life. well 
worth reading, though felt the ending was just mite 
contrived, even though inevitable. Beautifully done, 
and with artistically perfect presentation the line 
print and dust jacket. High class fascination. 


Cooke, David (Editor) 


Best Detective Stories the Year 
Dutton. July 1,1958. 249p. $2.95. 
Annually await the selection the Best Detective 
stories the Year with something more than mere 
anticipation. This year the delivery ghastly dis- 
appointment. seems that there must many 
detective stories better than the crop selected Cooke. 
“The Day the Execution” well written cornball. 
“Kitchen Kill” pedestrain old hat. “You Bet Your 
Life” two-bit playing commercial Groucho 
Marx. “The Last Dark Step” very tired old plot. 
“The Bullets Lied” corny. And on. There may 
one work genius the book, ghastly short one 
called “Secret Recipe.” Otherwise you can have it. 


Dean, Spencer Dishonor Among Thieves 
(Crime Club) June 19, 1958. 189p. $2.95. 


long time ago someone wrote story which was 
called, recall it, The Sons Calvin Fairfax, and 
which always seemed the perfect prototype 
the story that had everything the editor and reader 
dreams when approaches new manuscript. 


Carlisle Cooke Dean Simenon Singer 


Best SELLERs 


sense, Dishonor Among Thieves just the same. 
has the poor little crooked girl trying get out from 
under the gang thieves, the brave detective who puts 
his reputation the line clear her name, and the 
lovely girl who also joy forever and who loves the 
detective madly that she willing throw 
career the winds help him. works out 
ly, and cheered madly for the fine writing job Spencer 
Dean did what was basically the oldest plot the 
world, and which somehow living doll this book, 
For the easiest summer reading possible, buy it. And 
clean enough for your three year old daughter, 


Case Emergency 
Doubleday. July 17, 


Simenon, Georges 
Translated Helen Sebba. 
186p. $3.50. 
Simenon undoubtedly one the world’s most 
lific writers. Were one take only the detective stories 
Maigret, their reading would several years work. 
How manages write them indeed mystery 
its own right. But Case Emergency not mys 
tery. attempt search into the heart man 
who becomes obsessed with mistress. 


Lucien Gobillot the leading criminal lawyer France. 
Into his office there comes, one day, girl who has 
mitted robbery. Her accomplice already the 
hands the police, and she knows that only time 
stands between herself and arrest. She comes Gobil- 
lot with the frank acknowledgment her guilt, with 
prepared story prove her innocence when the case 
comes trial. She has money, but offers pay 
the expenses sex. Gobillot takes the case. has 
destroy two innocent peoples lives win, but 
wins, and cashes the offer Yvette take 
his payment sex. becomes obsessed with it, 
mersed it, and there violent hunger and hatred 
his heart when younger man comes the same 
Yvette sate himself. the story this obsession 
that the meat Simenon’s novels. 


Simenon professional the highest order. The 
story compelling and fascinating degree, but 
not feel that particularly successful novel. 
more like unhappy segment man’s life, with 
little beginning, but only sudden end. may well 
rate very carefully worked out demonstration 
Simenon’s varied talents, but little more than that. 
very doubtful that will have much 
Even the erotic set will not have that much appeal. 


Singer, Kurt (Editor) 
(Crime Club) July 17, 1958. 192p. $2.95. 
This collection strange police cases submitted 
some the Police chiefs the world. opens with 
the case Burton Abbot, who died the gas chamber 
California. Two minutes later the phone rang—the 
governor calling halt the execution. closes with 
Rope for Margarita,” told Police Commissar 
Gregory Arensky, Moscow, U.S.S.R.—the story 
suicide that turned out murder. Between these 
stories are cases from Edgar Hoover Scotland Yard, 
from West Germany Guayaquil. fascinating 
collection real life crimes have read long 
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For the price, unbelievable bargain. 
Don’t miss this. 


Warren, James The Disappearing Corpse 
Washburn. July 16,1958. 192p. $2.95. 

When Weston arrives the strange home from which 
valuable art pieces have been stolen, met 
ancient rolls with driver, and very 
quiet corpse the back. Only the corpse takes off very 
shortly, and Weston finds himself the most eerie 
mess imaginable. The story well and sensibly plotted, 
and filled with the finest possible collection nuts 
and near nuts. For sheer enjoyment story that 
silly desperately lifelike, you’ll have hunt far 
this one. Well worth the price. 


Hare, Cyril Untimely Death 
Macmillan. July 22,1958. 189p. $3.25. 


Another British import and Cock Robin Mystery in- 
volves retired lawyer Francis Pettigrew with disap- 
pearing corpse, recollections youthful terror, and 
widely ramified family Exmoor. Fortunately retired 
Inspector Mallett lives nearby and everything solved 
except the youthful terror. 


Coles, Manning Entry 
Doubleday. (Crime Club) June 19, 1958. 192p. $2.95. 
(I) 


When young George Micklejohn, walking tour, 
wandered across the border into East Germany during 
maneuvers the Russian army, things began hap- 
pen. Fortunately, first the Russians did not recog- 
nize him the son the British Cabinet Minister then 
touring Western Europe’s captials trying coordinate 
plans for atomic defense NATO. Special 
Agent Tommy Hambledon dispatched the border 
town Goslar rescue George, who, meantime has 
gained possession the Smirnov Plan and being 
harbored anti-communist East Germans. Plenty 
fast action, sense humor, and good writing make 
this wowzer for suspense and derring-do fans. 


Symons, Julian The Color Murder 
Harper. June 11,1958. 184p. $2.95. 

John Wilkins was ineffectual fellow who worked 
the complaints section big London department 
store, who was unhappily married, was given day- 
dreams and had occasional “blackouts.” built 
fantasy about attractive librarian and 
was, unfortunately, near the scene crime when she 
was found murdered one night Brighton Beach. 
suspense puzzler this has some good characterization; 
but the movement slow. 


Science Fiction 
Gold, (Editor) The Third Galaxy Reader 
Doubleday. June 19, 1958. 262p. $2.95. (IIb) 


This collection short stories published from 
1953-1957 Galaxy Science Fiction Magazine, includ- 
ing tales such masters Asimov, Simak, Pohl and 


Warren Hare Coles Symons Gold Tucker 
Pocket Print and Reprint 
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DelRay well items from younger authors. Almost 
all the stories are rather good, especially one the 
idea that superman mutations die out while the aver- 
age individuals continue strive and improve, another 
the effects terran civilization exchange pro- 
fessor from alien planet and third dentist 
kidnapped alien planet. Most the stories are 
cleverly gimmicked and have psychological basis. .In 
general, they are suitable for adults. 


Tucker, Wilson The Lincoln Hunters 
Rinehart. July 10, 1958. $2.95. 


“character” for Time Researchers, Inc., Ben Stew- 
ard traveled back from the 26th Century Blooming- 
ton, the 1850’s where Lincoln was give 
his famous lost campaign speech secure copy for 
collector. Due engineering error was placed 
position where had but little margin error 
before “cancelling out,” dying, and when 
sotted actor his team strayed from the party, Ben 
engaged race with time return them both the 
26th Century. lost and the two were forced 
remain 19th Century America. This excellent 
time travel story skirting neatly around the major para- 
doxes and reconciling time travel with historical ac- 
curacy. Good for adults only. 


Pocket Print and Reprint 


Upper-bracket Paperbacks 

Four titles from Penguin Books lead this month’s field: 
Gordon Leff’s Medieval Thought (from St. Augustine 
Ockham), (Pelican A-424, $0.85; IIa), surveys the 
ideas and the philosophers, the sources and influences 
that shaped developing western thought from the Vth 
the XIVth century; selected bibliography, though 
sparse, and thorough index are helpful Three 
Plays August Strindberg include the ones most often 
reproduced modern stages, “The Father,” “Miss 
Julia” and “Easter” new translation Peter Watts, 
(Penguin L-82, $0.85; Complementing and 
completing the four-volume series, The Music Masters 
are Volume Beethoven Wagner—and Vol- 
ume Romantic Age, (Pelican A-389, A-390, 
each $0.95; I); the series consists essays various 
authors the composers, arranged alphabetically, 
Auber Weber vol. II, Albeniz Wolf vol. III. 
The whole set four volumes excellent, and par- 
ticularly handy adjunct the hi-fi player. 


Two reprints, both full book-size, (fitting only the 
largest pockets), from Grosset Dunlap’s Universal 
Library are Leon Trotsky’s study Stalin, edited and 
translated Charles Malamuth, (UL-41, $1.95; IIa), 
which first appeared and Bruce Catton’s 
Grant and the American Military Tradition, 
(UL-42, $0.95; similar booksize paperback 
edition Joseph Conrad’s Lord Jim has been added 
Houghton, Mifflin’s Riverside Editions, (B-23, $0.80; I). 


General Fiction 

James ‘Salter’s The Hunters, (Bantam A-1700, $0.35; 
IIa), novel about jet-fighters the Korean con- 
flict Conrad Richter’s short novel The Lady, (Ban- 
tam A-1792, $0.35; I), was reviewed here 80, vol. 


Aldous Huxley’s Ape and Essence, (Bantam 
A-1793, $0.35; IIb, cf. vol. 118), savagely 
satiric forecast materialistic society after catastro- 
phic world war Max Shulman’s Rally Round the 
Flag, Boys!, (A-1791, $0.50; was noted here 
first publication, cf. 154, vol. Houseful 
Love Marjorie Housepian happy and humorous, 
(Dell D-229, $0.35; cf. vol. 17, 118) Mackin- 
lay Kantor’s Silent Grow the Guns, (Signet S-1543, 
$0.35; collection dozen short stories with 
Civil War background Fair Lady, Alan Jay 
Lerner’s adaptation Shaw’s Pygmalion delightful 
reading even without the music and lesson adapta- 
tion when compared with the original play, (Signet 
$0.35; Wright Morris’ Love Among the 
Cannibals, (Signet S-1531, $0.35; IIb), may intended 

Clifton Fadiman supplies introduction reprint 
Herman Melville’s Typee, classic account 
idyll the South Seas, (Bantam F-1803, $0.50; IIa) 
Norman Douglas’ South Wind irreverent 
satire Britishism abroad the Mediterranean, (Ban- 
tam F-1777, $0.50; IIb) Tales Fair and Gallant 
Ladies the pseudo-Abbe Brantome has been 
“translated, condensed and adapted for the modern 
reader” Lowell Bair, and comes very close por- 
nography, (Bantam F-1802, $0.50; James 
Huneker’s Painted Veils was once highly rated novel 
among sophisticates, (Avon T-260, $0.35; III); 
cynical, but saved sane substratum moral sense 
Ace Tedd Thomey may “original” but 
still trite and trashy, (Avon T-256, $0.35; IIb) 
All Sins the reprint title what was 1931 
Thunder Below Thomas Rourke, one wonders why 


was reprinted (Avon T-255, $0.35; IIb). 


Mysteries 


Owen Cameron’s The Demon Stirs, (originally titled 
The Fire Trap) more suspenseful than mystifying, 
(Dell 983, $0.25; IIa) Margery Allingham’s Death 
Ghost rated No. Dell’s Great Mystery 
Library, (D-234, $0.35; Three short novels about 
the indomitable Hercule Poirot comprise Agatha Chris- 
tie’s Dead Man’s Mirror, (Dell D-235, $0.35; 
Death Fool Ngaio Marsh first-rate writing and 
plotting, (Avon T-254, $0.35; IIa) Not so, Gypsy 
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Rose Lee’s burlesque theater story, The G-String 
der, (Avon T-258, $0.35; IIb) Breathe More 
than the faint pun the title, (Avon T-258, 
More romance than mystery Manning Lee 
Stokes’ Under Cover Night, (Dell A-163, $0.25; 
“original” set Three Rex Stout are 
good solid and satisfying fare for those who have not 
tired Nero Wolfe and his amanuensis Archie~ 
Might Well Dead, (Bantam 1735, 
Three for the Chair, (1736, $0.35; The Silent 
Speaker, (A-1737, $0.35; Frances Noyes 
classic The Bellamy Trial, (Dell D-223, $0.35; 
and Nicholas Blake’s The Beast Must Die, (Dell D-227, 
$0.35; IIa), both deserve reprinting items #15 and 
#16 Dell’s Great Mystery Library Add reprint 
Agatha Christie’s Murder Three Acts, featuring 
Poirot and retired actor, (Avon T-243, $0.35; I), 


Westerns 

Mostly all the following are run-of-the-rimrock, stand- 
ard brand gun and gallop tales: Robert Hogan’s Stam- 
pede Canyon, (Avon 820, $0.25; Cheyenne 
originally Cheyenne Justice, Archie Joscelyn, (Avon 
819, $0.25; The Hostiles Richard Ferber, 
original about Sioux and settlers prior Custer’s de- 
feat, (Dell A-162, $0.25; Thomas Black- 
burn’s novel California 1848 and the impact 
the gold strike Sierra Baron more pretentious than 
the usual, but not the better for it, (Bantam 1798, 
$0.35; IIa) But Frank Dobie’s The Mustangs 
high-class and fine addition Bantam’s excellent 


Frontier Classics, (F-1778, $0.50; I). 


General Non-Fiction 

John Resko’s autobiography, Reprieve, (A-1730, $0.35; 
IIb), was noted here 90, vol. was Thomas 
Gaddis’ account life-prisoner Robert Stroud 
Birdman Alcatraz, (Signet D-1550, $0.50; cf. 
209, vol. 15); both accounts rehabilitation con- 
victed criminals The True Believer Eric Hoffer, 
(Mentor MD-228, $0.50; III), purportedly analysis 
fanaticism but not sufficiently deep discriminatory 
worth reprinting The Stars Irving Adler, 
(Signet K-364, $0.35; I), introduction 
omy, made easy text and with the illustrative draw- 


ings Ruth Ader. 
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